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. :';$ Collective Punishment in Jerusalem | written by Hirak youth project

e On 3 December 2015 the occupation forces blew up the houses of 2 families
in Shufat and Nablus as a punitive measure. This led to the demolition of 6
additional apartments that were not served with demolition orders, leaving
27 persons, of which 16 were minors, without shelter.

e On 23 June 2016 the occupation punished 15 persons, 9 of which were
minors, for the acts committed by a member of the family, by demolishing
their houses, leaving them without shelter.

e On 8 January 2017, against the backdrop of a crime carried out by a person
from Jabal Al-Mukaber, against a settlement built on the land of the village,
the Municipality distributed approximately 40 demolition orders against the
residents of the same area, according to B'Tselem, while Al-Quds Al-Arabi
cites 81 demolition orders'. The occupation authorities distributed residency
revocation and denial of family reunification orders to a number of family
members of the perpetrator.

Within the framework of collective punishment, since October 2015, without committing
any unlawful act the occupation forces demolished the houses of 149 persons, 65 of which
were minors, leaving them without shelter. Today, 339 persons, 138 of which are minors, live
under the threat of demolition.

We demand an end of the targeting of the families of alleged perpetrators and emphasize
that they will not achieve any form of security and peace.

Based on the above;

1.  We emphasize the need to take immediate actions to protect the Palestinian
people in Jerusalem and hold Israel to account for its continuous violations of
international law.

2. We demand the Palestinian parties to be unified and override their own schism
for the benefit of the Palestinian people.

3. The International Community should put all the needed pressure on the Israeli
government to comply with International Law and end the occupation.

1. Al-Quds Al-Arabi (2017). Unprecedented Collective Punishment in Jabal Al-
Mukaber and threats of demolishing 81 houses, renovations of residency
and a siege. London, New York and Frankfurt. Electronic Newspaper/ Al-
Quds Al-Arabi <http://www.alquds.co.uk/?p=660683>
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Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, states “No protected person may be punished
for an offence he or she has not personally committed. Collective penalties and likewise all
measures of intimidation or of terrorism are prohibited.” Based on this, no State is entitled to
enforce punishment on the members of a whole family under the allegation that a member
of the family committed a crime.

Additionally, this specifically applies to cases where the enforced punishment is considered
internationally prohibited and seeks to eliminate any Palestinian presence in Jerusalem,
such that these violations lead to the forcible transfer of the Palestinians in Jerusalem and
emptying the holy city of its indigenous population, in a blatant violation of the Fourth
Geneva Convention, which states in Article 49 “Individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as
deportations of protected persons from occupied territory to the territory of the Occupying
Power or to that of any other country, occupied or not, are prohibited, regardless of their
motive.”

Accordingly, we demand the rescind of the crimes of house demolitions of Palestinian
civilians and residency revocation in the case of Jerusalemites and apply pressure on Israel
to respect the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, particularly in terms of the prohibition of
collective punishment. We also aspire that those affected be compensated on the financial
and psychological levels as a result of the demolition or displacement, and demand the right
of return of those affected to the land they were born or raised in.

Collective Punishment

1.  House Demolitions and Reprisals against Families of Alleged Perpetrators with the
Blessing of the High Court

2. Major punishments:
e In 2014, the occupation forces demolished two houses of two suspects. This
led to the displacement of 23 persons, 13 of which were minors.

e On 6 October 2015 the occupation forces blew up 2 housing units and sealed
3 as a punitive measure. This led to the deprivation of 13 persons, 8 of which
were minors, of their right to housing.

e On17November2015, the occupation forces blew up 6 apartments asapunitive
measure. This affected the houses of the alleged suspected perpetrators, and
an additional 8 apartments as a result of the force of the explosion.
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