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“LEGACY" is the legacy of the idea! It is all
that we inherited from previous generations.
Our history, culture, literature, science, all
that was achieved, and all that is still a
mystery.
Palestinian Vision's continuously works to
preserve and safeguard Palestinian identity
and cultural heritage. LEGACY is an endeavor
to document the experiences of Palestinian
personalities, whose legacies have served,
influenced and changed Palestinians and
the world.
We do not claim perfection! The list of
personalities featured here is limited to 50
personalities. However, there are many
other important Palestinian personalities
and influential figures, who contributed
tremendously to humanity. You may find
that the included information about the
featured personalities is lacking but this is
only because of their many achievements.
This is a message from Palestinian Vision for
you to claim and protect your history, identity
and future towards the preservation of
cultural and historical heritage. “LEGACY" is
an initiative from us to express our gratitude,
recognize, and acknowledge those who
served and still serving Palestine and the
world.

September 2019
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Edward Said

1935 - 2003
Jerusalem

An intellectual Researcher that is considered
as one of the most important Palestinian
and Arab intellectuals of the 20th century.
thats is due to his great influance that has
contributed in the Palestinian cause analysis
through his diversified fields he had left
a trace in. He was a literary and musical
critic, wrote articles and books analyzing
postcolonial issues.

Among his most important work:
Orientalism, The Question of Palestine
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Ghassan Kanafani

1936 - 1972
Acre

A novelist, Storyteller and a journalist. He
is one of the most famous Palestinian-Arab
writers and journalists of the 20th century.
in 1972, He was assassinated in Beirut by
the Israeli occupation forces by bombing
his car.

Among his most important work:
Return to Haifa, The Land of Sad Oranges
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Sameeh Al-Qasem

1939 - 2014
Al-Ramih/ Galilee

A ressisstant poet, headed the Arab Writers
Union as well as the General Union of Arab
Palestinian Writers. He was imprisoned
by the Israeli occupation forces more than
once.

Among his most important work:
The Uprising - Poem, Qirgash - Play, and To
Hell, Lilac - Story
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Tawfik Zayad

1929 - 1994
Nazareth

A resistant poet, that was the head of the
Nazareth municipality three times, the
luncher of the Palestinian Land Day, where
he recited the poem “I Call on You" in
1976. in addition, he was Known for his
national positions that work in with his
communist ideology.

Among his most important work:
| am Calling You, Bury your dead and Rise
Up, and Communists.
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Mahmoud Darwish

1941 - 2008
AlBirouh/Galilee

The most famous Palestinian poet. He had
drafted the Declaration of the Palestinian
independence, which was declared by
Yasser Arafat in 1988. Later he was
appointed to the Executive Committee of
the PLO then resigned in 1993 in protest of
Oslo agreement.

Among his most important work:
The Butterfly Effect, Ahmad, The Arab, and
Bypassers in Bypassing Words.
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Naiji Al-Ali

1937 - 1987
Galilee

The most distinguished Arab caricaturists
ever. He created Handala charachter,
through which he expressed the Palestinian
people struggle everywhere. in 1987 he
was assassinated in London.

Among his most important work:
“No to the Silencer” - Caricature
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Anis Saygh

1931 - 2009
Tiberius

He was named “The Guardian of the
Palestinian Memory” for his supervision of
the Palestinian Encyclopedia project that
he has lunched. He was later appointed as
the director of the Palestinian Liberation
Organization’s Research Center in Beirut.
He also founded the Palestinian Affairs
magazine.

Among his most important work:
Half a Century of lllusions, and The Zionist
Terrorism File.
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Khalil AsSakakeni

1878 — 1953
Jerusalem

He was a Member of the Arabic Language
Academy in Cairo. He has created his
own style of writing, which was far
from the rhymed prose and rhetorical
Embellishments. His literary battle with
“Chakib Arslan” about the old and the
new of the language was part of his great
legacy.

Among his most important work:
Readings in Language and Literature. To
your memory.
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Ibrahim Nasrallah

1954
AlBrej/Jerusalem

Many of his novels have received arab and
international awards. While the importance
of many of his novels stemmed from its
extraction from historical periods not
mentioned by many, like the ruling period
of Zahir Omar Zaidani in the Galilee.

Among his most important work:
The White Horses Era, The King of Galilee
Lanterns and Gaza Weddings.
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Ibrahim Tougqan

1905 - 1941
Nablus

He was named as Palestine’s “great”
poet. He studied at Nablus and Jerusalem
schools, then, he obtained his B.A
degree from the American University of
Beirut. Later he worked as a teacher at
Al-Rashedyia School in Jerusalem, and
he continued his career in Jerusalem as
a program manager at Jerusalem Radio
Station. At the age of 36 he passed away
suffering a number of diseases.

Among his most important work:
The Teacher poem, Red Tuesday poem
- poem, and My Homeland poem.
to A
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May ziade

1886 — 1941
Nazareth

She mastered 6 languages, and founded
the well-known Tuesday forum, which
brought together some of the most
important writers, authors, and poets like
Ahmad Shawki, Taha Hussein, and Abbas
Al-Akkad. she published many literary
articles in some of the major Arab and
international magazines and newspapers.

Among her most important work:
Equality, Darkness and Rays
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Fadwa Touqan

1917 - 2003
Nablus

She was educated by her own brother,
Ibrahim Tougan after she was forced to
drop out of primary school. She was an
extraordinary poet that Mahmoud Darwish
called her “The Poet of Palestine”. she is
considered one of the boldest poets along
with Ghada Al-Samman.

Her Legacy:
Alone with the Days Poems Collection,
Knights and Night Poems Collection, and
The Last Melody Poems Collection.
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Abdalkareem Al-Karmi

1907 - 1980
Tulkarm

One of the most important resistant poets.
He worked as a teacher in a number of
Jerusalem’s schools before he became a
lawyer. Later he was dismissed from the

educational system after he published
“Oh..Palestine” poem, which was a
direct condemnation of building a palace
on top of Jabal Al-Mukaber for the High
Commissioner.

Among his most important work:
The Stateless Poems Collection, and From
Palestine is My Feather poems collection.
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Rashid AlKhaldi

Jerusalem

He worked at the Arab Studies of Colombia
University’s History Department after the
death of Edward Said to fill Said’s place .
He served as an adviser to the Palestinian
delegation of the Arab-Israeli negotiations

between 1991 and 1993. He is also
considered as the most prominent historian
of the Middle East in modern times.

His most important works:
The Palestinian Identity: Building a Modern
National Awareness, and The Iron Cage:
The Story of the Palestinian Resistance
s tworads Building the State.
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Jabra Ibrahim Jabra

1920 - 1994
Bethlehem

one of the most productive and diversified
arab authors. He is a Novilist, poet and
critic. His Shakespeare translations are
considered the most important translations.
He was an active observer of the western
cultural scene, so he wrote about the
Cinema and visual arts.

Among his most important work:
The Closed Orbit poems collection,
Searching for Walid Massoud Novel, and
& The Sunshine.
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Talal Abu Ghazaleh

1938
Yafa

One of the most important Palestinian
economists. He owns one of the biggest
professional services companies in the
world with branches in over than 100
city and capital. He was appointed to
many strategic positions locally as the
Senate in the Jordanian Parliament. and
Internationally on the same hand, he was
appointed to a number of the United
Nations positions.

Among his most important work:
Talal Abu Ghazaleh International

+ Group, and The Global Organization for

- professional services and education.
it
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Ibrahim Abu Lughud

1929 - 2001
Yafa

Professor and Head of the Department of
Political Science at Northwestern University.
He was elected for the membership of
the Palestinian National Council in 1977
until he resigned in1991. In 1992, he was
appointed as the deputy president of Birzeit
University.

Among his most important work:
Judaizing Palestine, and The Arab-Israeli
confrontation in 1967: Arab Perspective.
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Hisham Shirabi

1927 - 2005
Yafa

One of the most important Arab historians,
he joined the Syrian social national party
and became its representative in the United
States until 1955. He worked as a History
professor of the Modern European concept
at GeorgeTown University in addition to his
work with the Palestinian Planning Center.

Among his most important work:
The Modern Arab Studies Center, and
the Palestinian Political analysis Center in
Washington. The Patriarchal System - Book
and cultural criticism of the Arab society -

* Book
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Munir Nayfeh

1945
Tulkarm

He published more than 130 scientific
articles on atoms, laser, electromagnetic
and magnetic sciences. He invented the
“Nanosilicon” which is used in medical
and laboratory devices. He also found a
Nanosilicon company in the United States
to introduce nanosilicon to the industrial
and commercial sectors. Nowadays, he is
the president of the Arab scientists and

technologists in the Diaspora.
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ABS
Majeed Kazimi

1947 - 2015
Jerusalem

Professor of nuclear technology at the
Massachusetts Center of Technology (MIT),
and the director of the MIT Center for
Advanced Nuclear Energy Systems. He is an
expert in energy design and analysis as well
as the nuclear water cycle. He supervised
45 Phd theses, and 80 Masters researches
about nuclear science. Moreover, He
published over 200 papers in the same
pre-mentioned field.
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Umaya Juha

1972
(CEVL)

An extraordinary caricaturist. She has won
the Arab Journalist prize in 2001, and
she is the first female caricaturist in the
Arab World to work as a caricaturist in

political websites and newspapers. She also
won Naji Al-Ali caricaturist International

Competition’s grand prize in 2010.
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Ismael Shamout

1930 - 2006
Lod

One of the most famous Visual artists in
the Arab World. He is the founder of the
Visual Arts in Palestine, and established the
Visual Arts department at the Palestinian
Lebaration Organization. His paintings
represents the Palestinian resistence,
Nakkba and the national identity.

Among his most important work:
Visual Arts in Palestine.
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Abdaraheem Mahmoud

1913 - 1948
exloh liic
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He resigned as a teacher of Arabic literature
at Al-Najah National School and joined the
Palestinian Revolutionary group in 1936. He
was tracked fiercely until he settled in Iraq
for a period of time. during that period, He
worked in Baghdad schools and graduated
from the Military College in Baghdad with
the rank of lieutenant and participated
with the revolutionaries in Rashid Al-Kilani
Revolution. He returned to Palestine and
martyred there after he joined the Salvation
Army in 1947 after the partition decision.

His most important works:
" The Martyr poem, A calling for Jihad Poem.
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Salman Abu Siti

1937
Beer Al-Sabe’

He has started to search and collect any
information related to Palestine when he
was at the age of thirty and continued to

this day. Although he holds a doctorate

in civil engineering, he was elected an
independent member of the Palestinian
National Council between 1974 and 1993
when he resigned.

His most important works:
More than 80 papers and articles, in
addition to 4 books in Arabic and English
about refugees.




1980 - 1908

duivh wdall il dohial Guyd) dgl
gudhwlall papill G puwgog
4409 U’mb_mJ_o_H Jrogdll §griallg
Uaio (a alg . aidh adall calagall
Lajles oadlg o8 S olid graoadlg
o Joac égilaiell Slwloadl 1L
Uiolg .63aiall eoll (sjgull s agll
La$ duyell Joall deolal Iacluws Lole

eoll sxldisge wll Lails Ipa v guc
.82 aiall




3 -

Ahmad Asad Shuqairi

1908 - 1980
Tiabnien - South Lebanon

The first president of the Palestinian
Lebaration Organization. He is the founder
of the Palestinian Lebaration Army as well

as the Palestinain National Fund and the
Palestinain Research Center. He was born
in the time of his fathers forcible exile as
his father was a strong opposition member
to the Ottoman policies. Ahmad worked
for the Syrian delegation to the United
Nations, appointed as deputy Secretary
General of the Arab league, and a
permanent saudi ambassador to the United
& Nations.
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Haider Abdul Shafi

1919 — 2007
(CEVL)

In 1972, he founded the Palestinian Red
Crescent Society in Gaza and served as its
director. He led the Palestinian negotiation

team in the “Peace Talks”. In 1996, he

was elected to the Palestinian Legislative
Council (PLC) with the highest number
of votes percentage and took up the
leadership of the PLC’s Political committee.
He co-founded the Palestinian National

Initiative and served as its secretary general

until his death.
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Essam Al-Nimer

1926 — 2005
Jenin

He held a Ph.D. in Quantum Physics from
the University of New York. The Palestinian
astronaut and scientist worked at a pioneer

missiles production factory in California.
After that, Nimer moved to work for NASA,
where he led the experiment group of
the moon spacecraft and was involved in
launching Apollo 11, the spaceflight that
safely landed the first humans on the Moon
on July 20, 1969. On Apollo-11, Nimer
sent a stone to the moon inscribed with the
name of his city “Jenin”.
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Karima Abboud

1896 — 1940
Nazareth

She was taught the art of photography by
an Armenian photographer in Jerusalem,
and started her career in photography
by 1913. Her father gifted her a camera,
so she started taking pictures of natural
landscapes and historical landmarks, as
well as pictures of her family and friends.
She opened a private studio specialized
in photographing women in Bethlehem,
which allowed women from conservative
families to have their pictures taken. She
further developed her work and opened
another studio for coloring photographs.
A collection of women photographs were
discovered in her studio dating back to
1913.
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Hind Al-Husseini

1916 — 1994
ousdll

In 1945, she left teaching to become an
activist and volunteer and established
the Women'’s Social Solidarity Association
in Jerusalem, then established branches
across Palestine. With the help of Adnan
Al-Tamimi, she rescued 55 orphans from
Deir Yassin and housed them in two
rooms in Al-Hasar Market in the Old city
of Jerusalem. Her rescuing initiative was
the beginning for the establishment of Dar
AL-Tifel Al-Arabi Organization in Jerusalem
in 1948.
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Ansam Sawalha

1969
Nablus

She was the Dean position of the Pharmacy
and Nursing Faculties at Al-Najah National
University. She was also the first Palestinian
woman to get her name listed in the Hall
of Fame for Women Scientists, and the
first woman to hold the Professor title
in the medicament and toxicology in
the Middle East. Later, she was honored
for establishing the Toxicology and
Pharmaceutical Information Center at Al-
Najah University in 2006.
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Aseel Anabtawi

Anabta, Tulkarm

Aseel has worked at NASA for more
than 12 years and received several
awards, the latest was the Medal
of Distinction for her work on the

Cassini spacecraft that was orbiting

Saturn. She was also entrusted with

the Galileo probe program that visited
Jupiter, and Mars Global Survivor,
which studied the atmosphere and

surface of Mars from 1997 to 2006.
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Subhi Gosheh

1929 - 2019
Sheikh Jarrah, Jerusalem

He was one of the founders of the Arab
Nationalist Movement until 1967, when he
established the Palestinian People’s Struggle
Front. He was also a member of its Central
Committee until his death. He co-founded
Al-Makassed Charity Association in Jerusa-
lem then established Al-Makassed Hospital
in 1968. He was also a member of the Mu-

nicipality of Jerusalem before 1967. Later,
he founded the Palestinian Pharmacists and
Doctors Union in 1974.

Among his most important work:
The book “Jerusalem: Social Life in the
Twentieth Century”
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Hussein Jamil Al-Barghouthi

1954 - 2002
Cooper, Ramallah

An experimental poet and Philosophy
and cultural studies Professor at Birzeit
University until 1997 then a professor
of Theater and Literature Criticism at Al-
Quds University until 2000. He was also a
founding member of the Palestinian Poetry
House, a member of the Administrative
Body of the Palestinian Writers Union, an
editor-in-chief of the Ugarit magazine and
the editor-in-chief of the Poets Magazine
until his died from cancer in 2002.

Among his most important work:
I'll Be Among the Almonds, The Emptiness
That saw The Details, The Third Bank of the
s Jordan River, and The Blue Light.
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Muien Beseiso

1926 — 1984
Gaza

One of the most renounced Palestinian
Resistance poets. Since his youthful years,
he was always part of the Palestinian
resistance movement. Due to his political
activism ,he spent seven years in the Israeli
prisons. His work was able to present
Palestine to the world. In 1979, he became
the Palestinian Liberation Organization
Chairman.

Among his most important work:
Revolution Shield, The Zanj Revolute, and
Gaza Diaries,
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Basel Al-Arqj

1984 - 2017
Walajeh, Bethlehem

A political activist, revolutionary, who
studied pharmacy. He was known for his
revolutionary literature. He was imprisoned
by the Palestinian Security forces. After
a number of unsuccessful attempts to
imprison him, the Israeli forces assassinated
Al-Araj. He is considered an intellectual
icon for resistance.
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Kamal Balata

1942 - 2014
Jerusalem

An important Jerusalemite icon, a historian
and writer, who launched several personal
exhibitions in Jerusalem and abroad e.qg.
Washington. He published several books,

Among his most famous work:
Evoke The Place, published in 2000.
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Faisal Husseini

1940 - 2001
Baghdad

He was the leader of the Palestinian
Liberation Organization and Fatah
Movement in Jerusalem until his
imprisonment in 1968. After his release, he
was forced to stay in Jerusalem during the
day time and under home arrest at night
until he became the head of the Jerusalem
Joint Committee. He established the Arab
Studies Society and the Orient House that
became the headquarters for Palestinian
diplomacy and peace negotiations.
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Bassam Shakaa

1930 - 2019
Nablus

He was the former mayor of Nablus, the
leader of the Baathists in Palestine. He was
deported to Egypt and remained a political
refugee there until his return to Nablus. He

was subjected to numerous assassination
attempts, out of which was a car bombing
that resulted in the amputation of his legs.
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Mustafa Murad Al-Dabbagh

1897 - 1989
Jaffa

A Palestinian writer and teacher, best
known for his book Our Homeland
Palestine, which is considered an important
reference for the history of Palestine. He
was a reserve officer in the Ottoman army,
became an assistant to the Deputy of the
Minister of Education in Amman , Deputy,
Director of the Education Department in
Qatar in 1959.
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Aref Al-Aref

1891 - 1973
Jerusalem

He edited the first Palestinian national
newspaper in Jerusalem “South Syria”,
which was founded in 1919. He was
appointed as a District Officer of the
British administration in 1926. He joined
the Ottoman army in World War |. Under
Jordanian control he was appointed as
the director of the Palestine Museum, and
became the mayor of Jerusalem in 1950.
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Husni AlAsh-hab

1917 - 1998
Jerusalem

He was a leader in education, and was
awarded the First Class Education Medal in
Palestine. He was an icon for Palestinian
resilience in Jerusalem, who preserved the
Arab identity of education in Jerusalem,
and many schools were named after him.
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Ahmad Dahbour

1946 - 2017
Haifa

He worked as editor of Lotus magazine
in 1988, General Director of the Culture
Department of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, and was member of the
Writers and Journalists Union.

Among his most important collection
of poetry:
This is Like Beirut and Twenty-One Seas”.
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Fawzi Al-Bakri

1946
The Old City of Jerusalem

The Sa’'luk of Jerusalem, one of the
most prominent poets, who worked as a
teacher, a journalist and editor in several

newspapers, as well as an editor at the
Arab Studies Society.

Among his most important works:
The collection of a Sa’luk from the Old City.
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Mounir Fasha

1941
Jerusalem

He was displaced from Palestine with
his family after the Nakba events. He
received a master’s degree in Mathematics
from Florida State University and PhD in
Education from Harvard University. He
has 40 years of experience in education,
wrote 5 books and more than 30 articles
about education and mathematics. In
1989, he established the Tamer Institute for
Community Education in Jerusalem.

Among his most important work:
My Story with Mathematics.
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Ibrahim Al-Daqaq

1929
Jerusalem

He was one of the leaders of the Palestinian
National Movement after 1967. He was
one of the founders of the Palestinian
National Front party, the secretary of the
Palestinian National Steering Committee,
headed the board of Trustees at Birzeit
University, and was responsible for
rehabilitating Al-Agsa Mosque after it was
burned in 1969.
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Amin Al-Khatib

1926
The Old City of Jerusalem

He studied medicine in Syria, he was
known as “The Father of the poor”. He
founded numerous institutions such as
Al-Magassed Islamic Charity Society and
its clinic, the Palestinian National Theater,

co-founded Al-Quds University, and opened
his private clinic in the Old City in 1960.
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Khalil Beidas

1875 - 1949
6 palidl

A Palestinian writer and translator, he was
one of the leading translators in Russian-
Arabic translation. He translated the works
of Tolstoy and Pushkin into Arabic. He
worked as an Arabic Teacher at the St.
George School in Jerusalem until he retired
in 1945.

Among his most important work:
The establishment of the magazine Nafa'is,
in addition to The Misery of Kings and the

Balkan States books.
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Samiha Khalil

1923 - 1999
Anabta, Tulkarm

She established the Arab \WWomen Union
Soceity and Inash al-Usra Association. She
is a member of the National Front with 42
male members, a member of the National
Steering Committee with 34 members. She

competed against the former Palestinian

President Yasser Arafat for the presidency

of Palestine in the 1996 elections.
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Zulekha Shehabi

1901 - 1992
Jerusalem

She was a feminist and political activist,
who participated in the establishment
of the Arab Women Union Society and
founded the Palestinian Women Union. She
founded the Medical Women Union Clinic
for pregnant women, as well as a center
for child care, and established a center for
teaching embroidery for girls




Lodls JArug opoc (o dpiilell (o dAia slg
sl d.Lu.lJlu_LLIL.ILQ_D OJ,O_CL).A)OJ_LLIlﬂ_”uLD
Ohula

LAy dajg e gg_ml 411 o g
clasll ale papa sl gL;h oxllg
T Vi TSRO T vt
.oulill ogag
‘:a_ILo_ci (aml
U’L_OLJQLJ.LD 9|A_LuLdL"5|o_Lb.u" ol \JJ_U(QJ
aldlaig osluwa ca dly ol yos ellell
ol




et

Handal

He was ten years old when he was born, he
will remain at the age of ten as it was the year
of his exile

He is an artistic icon born from black ink
on white paper created by Naji Al-Ali. His
father obligated him to defend Palestine,
and would only allow him to look people in
the eyes until he liberates Palestine.

Among his most important works:
Handala did not leave any corrupted person
in the world without exposing his/her
corruption and his/her failure to the public.




